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This shows how I fit the gaiters on my German figures. And as 

shown above left I have tied the laces as tight as I could. Also I 

have tied the trouser bottoms as tight as I can, so that all the 

slack has been taken up which help when I fit the gaiters. The 

next picture above shows the gaiter placed around the boot, 

which is pulled tight on the gaiter material and not by the 

straps.  

 

Note: Because as I have found that if you pull the straps too 

hard they will break. So to make sure that I can get the gaiters 

tight, I pinch them together at the top and sew a couple of 

stitches in place (middle picture), making sure that they cannot 

be seen from the front. The point of doing this is that the tightness of the gaiter is held in place 

by the thread, and not by the fabric straps. 
  
And as shown by the next picture above, I have done up the straps by making sure that I press 

the gaiter together at the top and bottom when I am doing this, so that there is less chance of 

the straps breaking. And in the picture shown above right I have bloused the trousers out over 

the top of the gaiters. Note: I always leave the straps long as shown, just in case I have to 

remove the gaiters for any reason and I usually cut these shorter after I have finished the figure. 

Puttees 

The Toys City puttees themselves proved to be a real headache for me, with working out how 

they go together. But once I realised that the buckle part comes apart as shown below left. It 

was just a case of wrapping them around the boot tops and then carefully parting the buckle, so 

that it could be pushed behind the last puttee strap. 

     

With the puttees as shown above, I could not work out how they went together until it was 

pointed out to me that the buckle has an opening as shown above left. Note: This buckle I believe 

is plastic, so I have had to be careful handling them in case I break them. The next pictures show 

how I have wrapped the puttees tightly around the boot, and then opened the buckle and gently 

pushed it behind the thin strap to keep it all in place. 


